
Pittsburg Unified School District 2023-2024 Arts and Music in Schools Plan (Prop 28)

Proposition 28 Background and Acceptable Use

On November 8, 2022, California Voters approved Proposition 28: The Art and Music in Schools
(AMS) Funding Guarantee and Accountability Act. The measure required the state to establish a
new, ongoing program supporting arts instruction in schools beginning in 2023-2024. Local
Education Agencies (LEAs) are required to ensure that at least 80 percent of AMS funds to be
expended are used to employ certificated or classified employees to provide “arts education
program instruction.” The remaining funds must be used for training, supplies and materials,
and arts educational partnership programs.

“Arts education program instruction” includes (but is not limited to) instruction and training,
supplies, materials, and arts educational partnership programs for instruction in dance, media
arts, music, theater, and visual arts including folk art, painting, sculpture, photography, craft arts,
creative expression including graphic arts and design, computer coding, animation, music
composition, ensembles, script writing, costume design, film, and video.

The rollout of the Prop 28 requirements, waiver process, identification of allowable uses,
funding, audit guidelines and reporting portal by the State was not complete until May, 2024.
PUSD still chose to implement this opportunity as much as possible during the 2023-2024
school year.

Description of PUSD uses of Prop 28 during the 2023-2024 school year

Pittsburg Unified School District used the Prop 28 opportunity to expand art opportunities across
all schools as much as possible. The elementary school sites all selected arts as the area where
they wanted to expand. (All elementary schools already had music teachers). We hired 4
elementary arts teachers that worked across all 8 elementary schools. One of the three Junior
High Schools was able to find teachers to increase their arts classes. Pittsburg High School
expanded its arts-related offerings to include Digital Arts, Additional Art class to meet student
interest, and a new Folklorico Dance Class. We were unable to find staffing for two of the Junior
High Schools and for our Continuation High School. We are excited that we do have that staffing
for the 2024-2025 school year. All sites, with teacher input, also agreed to contribute to a
Teacher on Special Assignment to specifically support all arts across the District. We hired a
long-term Theater teacher who has been involved in the California Arts standards. She was able
to support the new teachers and assist with curriculum development of some of the new
courses. She also connected with the California Arts Project and our Board approved an MOU
with them for support in professional development for teachers on the California Arts Standards
and on developing a strategic plan for arts integration across PUSD.



Funding:
Pittsburg Unified School District’s Allocation Arts and Music in Schools Funding is approximately
1,872,411 for the 2023-2024 school year. This funding is received annually in individual school
allocations, based on student enrollment. Carryover funds are allowed. The District has three
school years to expend the funds. For the 2023-2024 school year, PUSD focused on hiring staff
and is carrying over the other 20% for the sites to use for their non-personnel needs. For the
schools that were not able to hire, that funding will be spread out to hire additional staff per the
80 percent requirement and also to add to the non-personnel funding.

PUSD’s Parcel Tax in support of Arts, Music, and Athletics expires June, 2024. Part of the arts
and music related staffing may be continued through the Prop 28 funding to continue music
positions that will lose their funding at the expiration of the Parcel Tax, pending auditing
approval.

School 2023-2024 Enrollment Full Time Teaching Position

Parkside Elementary 568 .5 FTE

Heights Elementary 539 .5 FTE

Highlands Elementary 463 .5 FTE

Foothill Elementary 549 .5 FTE

Marina Vista Elementary 602 .5 FTE

Willow Cove Elementary 602 .5 FTE

Los Medanos Elementary 673 .5 FTE

Stoneman Elementary 610 .5 FTE

Rancho Medanos Junior High
School

793 1.0 FTE

Pittsburg High School 3243 2.0 FTE

Pittsburg Unified District
(shared among all sites)

1.0 FTE


